
GCSE Programme



The college is highly successful in 
achieving its aims of fostering high 
academic outcomes and at the same 
time boosting students’ capacity for 
vigorous independent academic effort 
and personal organisation.

ISI Inspection Report 2012 
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An Introduction
Studying GCSE at Brampton College is 
a unique experience. Students enjoy an 
atmosphere that offers a real sense of purpose 
with very high levels of individual guidance 
but without the formalities of a large 
school.  Small classes (average size 7) allow a 
partnership between students and teachers, 
where students feel supported to develop 
their knowledge and skills, to aim high and to 
achieve the best possible academic results. 

Students follow a one year course. The intake 
includes year 10 students who transfer from 
other schools to complete their GCSEs, 
international students wishing to integrate 
into the English education system and 
students re-taking  their GCSE exams.  
Students generally follow a programme of 
seven subjects.

Ryan Farrokhnik joined Brampton 
College for GCSE and continued into the 
sixth form for his A level studies. Two years 
later he obtained a place to read Medicine 
at Queen’s University Belfast.

{Name removed}joined for GCSEs 
and continued at Brampton College 
for A  levels. She is currently studying 
Politics  and European Studies at UCL.

Sophie Tait joined for GCSEs and 
continued at Brampton College for 
A levels. She is currently studying 
Architecture at The Bartlett, UCL.
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Why choose our 
GCSE programme?

The ethos at Brampton College ensures 
that each student is treated as an individual. 
Academic programmes are tailored to meet 
students’ individual goals. The majority of 
students achieve the required GCSE grades 
to continue on to our A level programme, 
and go on to achieve the grades required 
to seek entry into top universities. Former 
Brampton College GCSE students are 
currently studying a wide range of courses 
at top Russell Group universities.  

Students who may have found it difficult 
to achieve in other environments find they 
can flourish in a supportive atmosphere 
where they are encouraged to work hard 
and do their very best.

The College GCSE 
programme

Generally speaking, students will take 
up to seven subjects, chosen after careful 
discussion with our highly experienced 
GCSE team. This programme fulfils the 
GCSE entrance requirements for all UK 
universities.

Subjects offered:

•	 Mathematics

•	 English	Language

•	 English	Literature

•	 Biology	

•	 Chemistry

•	 Physics

•	 History

•	 Geography

•	 Art

•	 French

•	 Spanish

Pastoral Care

Parents really appreciate being able to 
keep in close touch with Susan Tait, 
our	Head	of	GCSE.	This	means	they	
are kept informed and are consulted 
on any significant academic or pastoral 
matters concerning their children.   

In addition to the academic 
programme, GCSE students follow 
a	PHSE	course	which	helps	prepare	
young people for their adult lives by 
looking at topics such as citizenship 
and identity, and practical matters 
such as writing a CV and managing a 
budget. There is also a strong emphasis 
on careers advice and study skills. 
GCSE students have group sessions 
with our expert careers staff, followed 
by individual interviews to give 
them the advice they need to make 
informed decisions about further 
education and careers.  Parents are 
very welcome to join these meetings.
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Extracurricular

Students also participate in 
extracurricular activities, including sport 
and outings to art galleries and the 
theatre.  Sport is an important feature of 
the GCSE schedule, with compulsory 
weekly sessions at a local sports centre. 
The sessions are run by a personal fitness 
instructor and students enjoy a wide 
variety of activities alongside traditional 
sports like football and badminton. 

Susan Tait BSc (Hons), PGCE

Susan has been Head of GCSE at Brampton 
College since 2008. She has huge experience 
of teaching and motivating students and 
has an outstanding track record in helping 
them achieve academic success. Before joining 
us she was House Mistress and teacher of 
Chemistry at the King Edward VI School in 
Southampton.

How do we help students 
achieve success?

GCSE classes are small. Students can 
expect plenty of individual attention from 
their teachers - all highly trained and 
experienced subject specialists, who pride 
themselves on the warm and supportive 
atmosphere of their classes and their ability 
to get the best out of each student. It’s 
very easy to get help from teachers outside 
the class. Moreover, students here support 
each other in their learning; every year 
it’s very pleasing to watch them develop 
a strong team spirit which helps to carry 
them through the challenges of the exams.      

The academic year starts with a 
comprehensive induction programme, with 
a focus on study skills. These skills are 
constantly re-enforced by all the subject 
staff. There is regular homework, carefully 
monitored	by	the	Head	of	Year,	and	ample	
opportunity to test students’ learning 
under mock exam conditions. Prior to 
public examinations, students attend 
workshops run by the College Counsellor 
to help develop a composed and stress-free 
approach to the exams.

Overall, our GCSE students enjoy an 
exceptional level of individual care and 
attention.
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Student Success
Many of our GCSE students continue their studies with us 
and go on to be highly successful at A level. For example, 
Nick Langdale, who went on to study Veterinary Science 
at the Royal Veterinary College and Mustafa Abdel-Gadir, 
who won a place to study Aeronautical Engineering at 
Imperial College.

Dimple Patel continued her studies at the Chelsea College 
of Art and Design, while Photography student, Phoebe 
Weinstein, has won a place at one of the world’s outstanding 
higher education institutions, Parson’s New School of 
Design	in	New	York.	Olivia	Gee	(below)	came	to	us	from	
a local independent school and achieved top grades on our 
intensive one year course, going on to specialise in Art, 
Photography and Psychology at A level.

What our GCSE students say

“I’m more serious about my work and future”

“work is not a chore anymore….. it feels good!”

“I like subjects that I did not like before”

“Brampton College changed me”

Olivia exhibited her 
work at our annual 
Art and Photography 
Exhibition.

6



7



Brampton College 
Lodge Road 
Hendon 
London NW4 4DQ

T: 020 8203 5025 
www.bramptoncollege.com 
enqs@bramptoncollege.com




