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Dear Reader,

We hope that you share our 
excitement about the launch of 
the very first Brampton College 
school magazine – 2018 @BC  
(at Brampton College).

This is a unique, student-run 
initiative, which seeks to provide 
you with an enjoyable read, an 
interesting and humorous collection 
of articles, an eclectic insight into 
Brampton College life and most 
importantly, a desire to read the 
next edition!

We have spent this year  
thinking of creative ideas;  
collecting, collating, writing, and 
editing several articles which we 
would like to share with you. Our 
aim is that our future magazines  
will feature various Brampton 
students’ artwork, journalism, 
insights and amusement.

We look forward to continuing this 
initiative throughout our time at 
Brampton College, and anticipate 
this becoming a College tradition  
for many years to come.

We would also like to thank 
Brampton’s Marketing Coordinators, 
Sophie Canetti and Lucy Savage,  
for their invaluable help and 
guidance in organising and editing 
this magazine.

Enjoy and happy 2018 edition!
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Earlier this year, with the help 
of Kirri, who leads Google for 
Education London, AS students 
demonstrated to Brampton 
teachers why they love using 
Google Classroom. Kelly, one 
of the AS students, explains 
why it is such a powerful tool 
for education. 

Hi! I’m Kelly and I’m here to 
tell you a little bit about Google 
Classroom and my experience 
with it. 

I thoroughly enjoy Google 
Classroom, as it helps us all to be 
a step ahead. Jim, my Chemistry 
teacher, usually uploads materials 
prior to the lesson. This enables 
us to understand the foundation 
at home and come to class 
refi ning our knowledge, as well 
as clarifying our knowledge, tying 
up any loose ends. For me, this 
was really helpful because I don’t 
know about you but I’m always 
quite curious about what topic 
we’re about to learn. He also 

posts videos on the platform and 
this gives students like me an 
opportunity to satisfy our curiosity 
and do a little extra reading. 

The great thing about Google 
Classroom is that it’s portable; you 
can have it up on your phone or 

your laptop, so it’s there on the go. 
I used to be really disorganised, 
but Google Classroom is like a little 
organising buddy. It tells me what 
homework I still have due and what 
upcoming tests I have. So there 
is no excuse of “Oh my dog ate 
my homework” or “Sorry I left it 

Google CLASSROOM 

at home” - everything is on there. 
You can access it anywhere, so you 
don’t have to heave a 15kg bag 
everywhere you go with endless 
papers fl ying out – everything you 
need is on your laptop. 

I already mentioned that it can be 
used as a form of communication. 

When we received our March 
Assessments, Jim asked us to fi ll 
in refl ection sheets to evaluate 
our performance. We did this 
electronically, so that we can 
annotate it whenever we want, as 
well as receive feedback from Jim 
telling us what we could 

improve on. A few weeks ago, we 
did a Polymerisation PowerPoint 
presentation in class. After our 
presentation, Jim asked us to 
upload it onto Google Classroom, 
so not only could I use it as a 
revision tool but I could also 
share it with my peers. Personally, 
I enjoy doing experiments in 
Chemistry, and a few weeks ago, 
we did a titration practical. Jim 
took pictures for us and uploaded 
them to Google Classroom, so not 
only do we have those pictures 
as memories, but we can also 
celebrate our success, maybe 
even share them beyond the 
college to universities, friends or 
family; showing off what Brampton 
is really made of. 

I thoroughly enjoyed working with 
Kirri. It really made me want to 
make a difference with the world, 
going paperless. It was very exciting 
to see how eager the majority of 
the staff were to get their hands on 
the laptops!

Kelly Chung, AS student
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Claudette Colvin (1939-): 
The Original Rosa Parks

Claudette Colvin is a pioneer of the 
Civil Rights Movement; she posed 
a passive protest on 2nd March 
1955, at only 15 years old while on 
a city bus, refusing to give up her 
seat to a white passenger:

On the 17th May, I visited 
Buckingham Palace to receive 
my certifi cate for completing my 
Gold Duke of Edinburgh award. 

I’d completed bronze and silver, 
however, completing gold was 
especially fulfi lling; it gave me an 
opportunity to fi nd things that I 
really enjoy, and have now become 
a regular part of my life. There 
are fi ve aims that one needs 
to complete, including: a skill, 
physical activity, volunteering, 
going on a residential camp, and 
the expedition itself. Out of these 
things, I gained the most from 
my volunteering - lasting twelve 

months. This involved going to a 
care home, and talking to those 
people who did not have regular 
visitors. It gave me an insight into 
just how fortunate I am, and how 
not to take even the simplest 
things for granted. The expedition 
itself was very intimidating, as it 
was not only physically challenging, 
but also mentally. I honestly think 
this award is so worthwhile, and 
have since tried to convince many 
people to participate (only to be 
rejected, on the notion of camping 
for even one night!).

Attending the presentation at 
Buckingham Palace gardens, in the 
company of Princess Anne, and 
The Duke & Duchess of Wessex, 
made me realise just how special 
the award is to the Royal Family. 
My allocated group were visited 
by the Duchess of Wessex, who 
spoke of her admiration of us for 
completing the award, as well as 

enquiring as to what we did for 
each section that allowed us to 
complete it. It was really humbling 
to hear her speak to us. I personally 
admire the Royal family greatly, 
and this was something so special 
for me, and for many others. We 
were then presented our awards 
by entrepreneur and musician, Levi 
Roots. He told us that ‘inspired 
action’ is the key to success. In 
other words, fi nd something that 
inspires you in life, and use that to 
move forward.

By Claudia Raymond-Hayling

THE TEACHER HOTSEATTHE ORIGINAL ROSA PARKS

GOING FOR GOLD!

Our turn to question the 
teachers... For too long now 
teachers have questioned us 
about our futures; what we plan 
to do at university, where we 
plan to go and even what we 
want to do in life. Finally, the 
tables have turned and we get to 
ask them about their pasts and 
the paths they took which led 
them to teaching. 

First up is Chemistry teacher, 
Jim Donaldson.

Where did you 
go to university?
Imperial College in South 
Kensington. I studied pure 
Chemistry, which was challenging 
as it was usually a 9am-5pm day; 
unlike my friends who studied 
Maths, who often had one lecture 
a week. I had lectures in the 
morning and labs in the afternoon, 
so I was on site quite often. 
Imperial College was very good 
because the Science Museum’s 
library was opposite the Chemistry 
building. I loved university.  My 
main activity outside of lectures 
was helping run student television 
services, which was broadcast to 
all the halls of residence.

Why did you 
choose chemistry?
I really enjoyed practical work; 
it came naturally to me - unlike 
Physics where I had to work very 
hard to do well. My parents also 
encouraged me to do a degree 
that I would enjoy.

Why did you decide to 
pursue teaching?
I applied to jobs in the chemical 
industry, but as you go through 
the process, you work out whether 
you’re suited. I didn’t see myself as 
a company man. I didn’t want to 
work long hours for one company. 

My older sister was a successful 
Chemistry teacher who enjoyed her 
job, which inspired me.

What is the most 
common mistake that 
chemistry students make?
Bonding. In the sense that they are 
never clear about intermolecular or 
intramolecular forces. Clarity about 
how people talk about bonding is a 
huge weakness. I would defi nitely 
advise people to deeply revise it as 
it is a challenging topic.

What is your favourite 
place on Earth?
My home, on the edge of Kuala 
Lumpur - it is incredibly quiet. It’s 
a struggle to reach as it is on the 
edge of the jungle. There are many 
wild animals, and it is very green. If 
I had to say a holiday destination, 
it would be Koh Phagnan. It is a 
remote island that can only be 
reached by boat. There are no 
cars, so it is very quiet - there are 
beautiful beaches, almost like an 
escape from the world. I also love 
European cities, like Venice and 
Paris for the architecture.

How did you end 
up in Malaysia?
I helped Bernard and Pam with 
setting up the College in 1991. 
I had lots of Malaysian friends at 

Imperial, so I went on holiday 
there every year. The headmaster 
of Hendon School down the 
road was a friend of mine, and 
became headmaster of the biggest 
European school in Malaysia. He 
asked me to set up the sixth form 
there for 2 years as he knew how 
good Brampton was, but I ended up 
staying for 13.

What is your best advice 
for students at Brampton?
Dig deeply into your subject areas. 
Really try to understand it rather 
than rote learning. That will only 
go so far. Challenge your teachers, 
attend tutorials, question your 
peers. If students don’t agree with 
something I say, they have the right 
to challenge me - that’s the sign of 
a good pupil, it makes teaching 
more enjoyable.

Who is your teacher BFF?
All of the teachers are my friends. 
But, after having known Pam and 
Bernard for 25 years, and attended 
their wedding, they are very good 
friends of mine.

By Claudia Raymond-Hayling and 
Aimée Douglas

“Challenge your 
teachers, attend 
tutorials, question 

your peers.”

“It’s my constitutional 
right to sit here as much 
as that lady.”
As a result of standing her ground, 
Colvin was arrested, and while 
the National Association for the 
Advancement of Coloured People 
(NAACP) did briefl y consider using 

her case in order to challenge the 
segregation laws, her age combined 
with the fact that she was pregnant 
at the time deterred them from 
doing so. It was feared that an 
unwed mother would attract too 
much negative attention from the 
public. Despite carrying out this 
act of bravery only nine months 
before Rosa Parks did exactly 
the same thing, Colvin has been 
severely overlooked by history. Her 
participation in the trial of Browder 
v. Gayle in 1956 contributed to the 
resultant decision to desegregate 
the Montgomery buses, which put 
an end to the Montgomery bus 
boycott. Her actions were no less 
courageous than those of anyone 
else involved in the Civil Rights 

Movement; she took the fi rst steps 
towards desegregating American 
society, and her fi ght for equality at 
such a young age is a remarkable 
feat, one that deserves far more 
credit than it was ever given.

By Aimée Douglas

Claudette Colvin

enquiring as to what we did for 

Claudia with other medal recipients at Buckingham Palace

Jim Donaldson
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Holocaust Survivors’ Centre
At the beginning of the academic 
year, we were privileged to hear 
the story of Holocaust Survivor, 
Susan Pollack. 

Ms Pollack told us her surreal story 
and the unthinkable terrors she 
had to endure at such a young 

age. The whole room was in awe of 
her, inspired at her lack of anger or 
resentment. Her only request was 
that we have to learn from what 
had happened.

I found it inconceivable to think 
how many went through what she 
did, or even worse. Inspired by 
the talk, I contacted Jewish Care 
in the hopes that I would be able 
to volunteer at the Holocaust 
Survivors Centre, which is luckily a 
two minute walk from the college. 
Fortunately I was able to do so, 
along with a few friends.

Visiting the centre every week has 
allowed me to learn more about 
my Jewish heritage and interact 
with survivors, and I hope I will be
able to do so until my time at the 

college is over. It is with them that 
we talk about, not the tragedies of 
their past but what they achieved 
in life in spite of it. 

By Katie Baker

The Willow Foundation
At the start of the year I 
nominated the Willow Foundation 
to be our school charity. 

This is because I volunteer in one 
of their charity shops in Barnet 
every Saturday. They provide 
Special Days to terminally ill 

young adults aged from 16-40 
years old. As part of the charity 
committee, we have organised 
many fundraising activities 
throughout the year - from bowling 
tournaments to bake sales to 
selling candy canes and hopefully 
there are still many more to come.

Being part of the charity committee 
at Brampton is so different 
because not only are you having 
fun by participating in the events, 
and raising money that will go 
to those in need, but the actual 
ideas behind the events come 
from us students. I fi nd it very 
satisfying that our hard work is 
actually helping someone have a 
memorable day where they can 
simply enjoy themselves and make 
the most out of the time they have.

By Kelly Chung 
(Charity Committee)

We’ve Got Bottle!

We are Ripple+, a Young 
Enterprise Company comprising 
eight Brampton College 
students.  We promote the 
drinking of water over sugary 
drinks and promote the use of 
metal bottles over single use 
plastic bottles. 

Type 2 diabetes is a largely 
avoidable blight on our country. 
In total, an estimated £14 
billion pounds, 10% of the 
NHS budget, is spent a year on 
treating diabetes. This equates 
to over £25,000 being spent on 
diabetes every minute.  Type 2 
diabetes costs the nation a further 
£15 billion each year through 
absenteeism and early retirement.   
Much of this is avoidable. 

Each 500ml bottle of Coke, or 
orange juice equivalent (yes – fruit 
juice) has 12.5 t-spoons of sugar 
in it.  Imagine if you asked for a 
cup of tea with 12.5 spoons of 
sugar in it.  Just ridiculous! Yet 
kids and adults are consuming 
this without thought.  It is killing 
our country, our health and our 
productivity.  This needs to stop.

Ripple+ sells its branded metal 
drinking bottles to its local 
community. It takes the profi t 
and nominates another three 
communities, through their schools, 
to do the same thing … and so on.  
To help these schools implement 
their Ripple+ campaigns we give 
them money to buy the bottles and 
all the IP (videos and branding etc.) 
to be successful.  

Ripple+ are agents of change and 
hope to improve the health, wellbeing 
and productivity of our communities 
and our nation.  We have done this 
in our community and we aspire to 
ripple this effect to other communities 
across the country.  

Please support us on Facebook 
and on Instagram and share and 
ask your friends and family to do 
the same. 

Take plastic out of circulation.  
Reduce your sugar intake. Increase 
your health and productivity. 
DRINK WATER – STAY HEALTHY!

By Harry Brown (Marketing 
Director) for Ripple+

A Writer Future!

We are Chromium, a non-profi t 
Young Enterprise team selling 
personalised pencils in order to 
provide them for less fortunate 
children in Africa and Asia.

Currently, 26% of the World’s 
population is illiterate, 98% of 
which live in developing countries. 
Sometimes it is easy to forget that 
although we are fortunate in many 
ways, others are not as lucky. A 
pencil, something so simple we 
don’t even think about it can make 
a difference. Here at Chromium, we 
see our company as an opportunity, 
to make a small difference to a 
much larger problem.

By Katie Baker

Parents Vs Teens: 
Connecting the Generation Gap

We are 8eam, a team of 
Brampton College AS students, 
and we have written a book for 
our Young Enterprise Student 
Company - Parents vs Teens.

The initial inspiration for this idea 
came from our own experiences of 
frustrations, miscommunications, 
and misunderstandings between 
us and our parents, which often 
seemed like a never-ending battle, 
hence the ‘vs’.

We have written the book for both 
parents and teenagers, with an 
insight into the way in which a 
21st Century teenage mind thinks. 
It consists of the main topics 
that cause friction and tension in 
the average household, such as 
technology, exams and privacy. 
The content is based on our 
research through friends, family 
and questionnaires and surveys 
around the college. We have been 
selling our book through Kindle and 
a collection of printed copies!

The aim of our book is to help 
parents and teenagers better 
understand each other’s points of 
view, and is split into the parent’s 
thought process, teen’s thought 
process, and the ideal resolution 
between the two.

The experience of Young Enterprise 
has provided us with a unique 
and invaluable understanding of 
the factors involved in running a 
business, from research to fi nance 
and marketing to sales. It was a 
fantastic opportunity to develop 
life-skills such as teamwork, 
communication and leadership, and 
we thoroughly enjoyed the process!

By Milan Master

BRAMPTON IN THE COMMUNITY YOUNG ENTERPRISE

did, or even worse. Inspired by 
the talk, I contacted Jewish Care 
in the hopes that I would be able 
to volunteer at the Holocaust 
Survivors Centre, which is luckily a 
two minute walk from the college. 
Fortunately I was able to do so, 
along with a few friends.

Visiting the centre every week has 
allowed me to learn more about 
my Jewish heritage and interact 
with survivors, and I hope I will be
able to do so until my time at the 

Ripple+ sells its branded metal 
drinking bottles to its local 
community. It takes the profi t 
and nominates another three 
communities, through their schools, 
to do the same thing … and so on.  
To help these schools implement 
their Ripple+ campaigns we give 
them money to buy the bottles and 
all the IP (videos and branding etc.) 
to be successful.  

Ripple+ are agents of change and 
hope to improve the health, wellbeing 
and productivity of our communities 
and our nation.  We have done this 
in our community and we aspire to 
ripple this effect to other communities 
across the country.  

Bernard Canetti, Principal, with Susan Pollack

Holocaust survivor with volunteer

Charity shop where Kelly volunteers

Nicole Carrera - CEO
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In 2015, a Cuvier’s beaked 
whale washed up on a beach on 
the Isle of Skye, revealing over 
four kilograms of plastic carrier 
bags in its stomach. This is 
not an isolated incident and 
certainly not the last of  
its kind.

Stories of ‘plastic whales’ seem to 
form a microcosm for the plastic 
problem and its consequences for 
nature and mankind. Beautiful big 
creatures are adversely affected 
by our actions to the extent that 
they cannot survive. Our short-
term convenience has become 
our planet’s inconvenience. The 
sheer size of these whales and 
the amount of plastic that they 
are forced to consume acts as an 
analogy for the size of the problem 
– our problem.

This wider plastic problem has 
prompted a variety of responses. 
A company called Plastic Whale is 
a social enterprise aiming to make 
the world’s waters plastic-free and 
create value from plastic waste. It 
started in 2011 with a challenge to 
build a boat out of plastic waste, 
and now has a fleet of ten. Their 
goal is to go out of business! They 
want to overfish for plastic until 
there is none left. We have also 

seen the launch of the Sky Ocean 
Rescue campaign, which details 
the story of the plastic whales in 
Norway and in the Isle of Skye.

Most recently, we have seen plastic 
pollution as this year’s focus for 
Earth Day. More than one billion 
people participated in Earth Day on 
22nd April this year, which marked 
the 48th anniversary of the annual 
celebration, in which various events 
are held to demonstrate support 
for protection of the environment. 
It began on 22 April 1970, with the 
participation of 20 million people 
in America. 20 years later, the 
movement went global, involving 
200 million people across 141 
countries, and today, one billion in 
almost 195 countries.

Various significant events have 
taken place on Earth Days over 
the last 48 years – for example, 
over 120 countries signing  
the Paris Agreement (2016) and 
the March for Science (2017). 
Many communities also celebrate 
Earth Week, with activities focused 
on environmental issues facing 
our planet.

Earth Day Network (EDN) is 
educating millions of people 
on risks associated with the 
use and disposal of plastics, 

including pollution of our oceans 
and wildlife, and severe global 
problems, including the disruption 
of human hormones and major 
life-threatening diseases. EDN has 
built a multi-year campaign to End 
Plastic Pollution.  Their methods 
of achieving this include ending 
single-use plastics, promoting 
alternatives to fossil fuel-based 
materials, promoting 100% 
recycling of plastics, corporate 
and government accountability, 
and changing human behaviour 
concerning plastics.

Evidently, the world is becoming 
increasingly aware of potential 
threats to life in our planet’s 
future – but this is not sufficient. 
Plastics and plastic pollution are 
growing exponentially, and hence it 
is not only threatening the survival 
of Cuvier’s beaked whales, but 
is also threatening the survival 
of our planet. Until we all realise 
and recognise our individual 
responsibility to help with this 
growing issue – companies and 
customers - we’ll have more plastic 
whales washing up on shores 
and our planet will not be able to 
sustain our actions.

By Simone Baskir

THE PLASTIC WHALE
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THE TEACHER HOTSEAT
This year, Brampton’s art 
department launched its very 
first Interim Show, to exhibit the 
work of A2 Art and Photography 
students. This was the brainchild 
of Hannah Hewetson, Head 
of the Art Department, so we 
interviewed Hannah to find out 
about her motivation for the 
show and to get a teacher’s 
perspective of Brampton, from 
the Arts side of the College.

Tell us about your passion for 
your subject, i.e. your personal 
exploration of the subject.

From a teaching perspective,  
my passion is to encourage 
students to be resilient, to fire 
up their imagination, and boost 
creative thinking.

What is the most common 
mistake that Art students make?

Trying to make quick fixes rather 
than getting into their projects in a 
genuine way, so they try to make 
work that doesn’t really come from 
genuine investigation.

What’s your favourite memory 
of being taught you subject  
at school?

Having really good teachers.  
Being a teacher does make me 
think back to my teachers when  
I was at school.

Tell us why you were passionate 
about doing the Interim Show, 
and what you think the students 
gained from it.

Initially, the idea came from 
another art department that I 
visited as a moderator, and I’d 
seen that they had done an interim 
show. It sets a good, solid deadline 
for the students half-way through 
the year, so it helps motivate them 
to actually finish their work. 

It’s a really good experience for 
them as it helps to raise the 
ambition and raise the profile for 
their work. They can distinguish 
between being a second year A 
level student as opposed to an 
AS student. In the second year of 
their A level study, they are more 
independent whilst focusing on 
their work and be ambitious.

How did you go about choosing 
a space for this show?

We wanted a space that would 
show the students’ work off 
without having too many features 
that might overshadow any of the 
work. We essentially wanted a 
space as close to a white cube as 
we could get! 

What is your best advice for 
students at Brampton?

Make the most of the opportunities 
which you get here. The greatest 
opportunity is the one-to-one 
time with teachers. The students 
are really treated as adults, and 
college is informal, 

which presents real opportunities 
for personal growth, and for 
students to mature and become 
independent learners.

What are you most proud  
of during your time as a  
teacher at Brampton?  
i.e. a particular success  
story/ student achievement.

It’s always really nice to hear from 
students who studied here. For 
example, a past student phoned 
me up the other day, who is now 
in Israel becoming a painter; so 
I get contacted fairly regularly by 
past students - it’s really nice 
to have that contact with them, 
and to know that they are doing 
something art related. 

And more generally, allowing 
students to develop quite 
ambitious pieces and trying to 
avoid having a house-style.

What’s the key behind being an 
inspiring mentor?

I think one doesn’t know the key  
to being an inspiring mentor, and  
if you tried to be inspiring, it 
wouldn’t have the intended effect. 
One doesn’t know if they are or 
are not inspiring, that’s for the 
students to gather.

You are a successful artist in 
your own right - do you think 
that that might be inspiring for 
your students? 

It might be, I would hope so! I’m 
not sure how many students are 
aware of my background, but 

I’d like to think that my personal 
passion for Art is reflected in 
my teaching. Adam (another 
art teacher at Brampton) was 
interviewed on television which we 
all watched. And that was definitely 
exciting for our students.

What’s different about teaching 
at Brampton?

I think the small class sizes. I also 
think that, as teachers, we’re given 
a lot of freedom too - Bernard 
(Principal) and Mike (Vice Principal) 
are both very supportive and give 
us a lot of freedom to do what we 
believe is best in our departments. 

Tell us about your achievement 
of being shortlisted for the  
‘100 Painters of Tomorrow’ 
(Thames and Hudson’s curated 
project to find the 100 most 
exciting, up-and-coming painters 
at work today).

It was a really good experience, 
and I was really pleased with the 

result. I sold some work from it too! 
It was also nice to be put together 
in a collection of other artists 
and their work. For the selection 
process there was a panel of ten 
people that made a selection for 
the book, internationally.

Can you describe your art?

I make abstract paintings which are 
semi-geometric. It’s about mark-
making and layering the paint. The 
paintings are mainly about the 
actual process of making a painting 
rather than trying to paint a fixed 
image - so it’s very process-based.

What about your  
team at Brampton?

I believe that it is really important 
to have more than one teacher 
in art from different artistic 
perspectives, because everything 
essentially comes from the 
teachers - there is no set 
curriculum from the exam board, 
so we determine the content of 

what we teach. In our department, 
Adam specialises in drawings, 
and has fantastic knowledge of 
contemporary art, and I think he 
really encourages students to pin 
down their ideas and the concepts 
that they are exploring. Javier also 
has more specialised knowledge as 
a photographer - he is also brilliant 
at getting students to develop their 
ideas, and to produce interesting 
and arresting images.

By Simone Baskir

“It’s always 
really nice 

to hear from 
students who 

studied here.”

Hannah Hewetson, with her artwork

Artwork by Ethan Djanogly
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As a fi rst-year Art student, 
inspiration could not have come 
from a better place. Venice is a 
major centre of art, developing 
a unique art style known as 
the Venetian School during 
the Middle Ages, Baroque and 
Renaissance period.

The trip, which a group of us 
Art students went on 8th-12th 
October, provided numerous 
scenic walks around a bustling 
city, which acted as an appropriate 
backdrop to the artistic treasures 
that we visited. 

Personally the gallery which 
particularly inspired me was 
‘Treasures from the Wreck of the 
Unbelievable’ – Damien Hirst’s 
decade-in-the-making Venetian 
extravaganza – which was as 
unbelievable as his title implies. The 
comeback exhibition of Hirst’s which 
took 10 years and cost a reported 
£65 million to produce invited the 
viewer to unravel his story: 

‘A long-lost treasure discovered by 
a team of archaeologists and 
divers off the coast of east Africa. 
The trove, so the story goes, had 
been assembled during the 1st or 
2nd centuries by a former slave 
turned voracious collector, Cif 
Amotan II (an anagram, it turns 
out, for “I am fi ction”).’ 

“Classical Civilisation – what’s 
that?” I get asked this question a 
lot.  Well… it’s like English – we 
read books – pretty good ones 
actually - generally about weird 
events that turn out to have really 
profound importance (according 
to our teachers), once you’ve 
decoded them, that is – either that 
or their signifi cance is lost in the 
mists of time (so the teachers say) 
– and we sit around talking about 
them in class.  And we get to go to 
plays and stuff… 

So…back in the winter, we went 
to see a production of Antigone, 
by Sophocles, about a girl who’s 
defi ance of a wannabe dictator 
leads to her own death, that of 
her boyfriend (son of the dictator), 
and the boyfriend’s long-suffering 
mum. As sometimes happens 
with these old plays, it was set in 
a dystopian future, with a kind of 
Dr Who-inspired set  – interesting 
idea, but I’d have preferred cloaks 
and sandals myself.  We also 
saw the brilliant play Medea, by 
Euripides. Top bloodthirsty stuff 
about a mother who murders her 
children to get her own back on 
her loser of a husband.  The play 

was introduced by an eye-opening 
lecture from an Oxford prof (in 
jeans and t-shirt, of course) about 
the really stuffy attitudes the 
authorities in England used to take 
to staging plays like this - until the 
swinging sixties, and then they 
couldn’t get enough of this kind 
of thing.  

Another Oxford researcher also 
gave us some serious training in 
how to act in a Chorus – that’s the 
singing and dancing part of ancient 
Greek drama.  After getting over 
a fair bit of self-conscious giggling 
and trying to avoid catching each 
other’s eyes, we all got into it – 
chanting, stepping out confi dently 
in time to the choreography and 
eventually feeling rather pleased 
with ourselves.  

Next up in late June is our intro 
to what’s been advertised as 
“the carnage and chaos of Rome 
in the late Republic” (I’m a bit 
vague about when that is, exactly) 
- that’s what we are studying 
next year – when we go to see 
Imperium at the Barbican. 

By “Hortensia” (AS Classics)

INSPIRED IN VENICE BLOODY THEATRE
The gallery however 
presented the fake nature 
of the art work and if we 
looked closely at exhibitions 
we could see that, one 
long-lost sword was stamped 
“SeaWorld” and several 
small fi gures, overgrown 
with coral, turned out 
to be toy Transformers. 
I was impressed by the 
extravagance of the 
exhibition, and Hirst’s ability 
to get inside his viewers’ 
minds. He highlights the 
infl uence media can have on 
our perceptions of what is 
real and what is not. 

By Isobelle Hawkins

‘A long-lost treasure discovered by 

Personally the gallery which 
particularly inspired me was 
‘Treasures from the Wreck of the 
Unbelievable’ – Damien Hirst’s 
decade-in-the-making Venetian 
extravaganza – which was as 
unbelievable as his title implies. The 
comeback exhibition of Hirst’s which 
took 10 years and cost a reported 
£65 million to produce invited the 
viewer to unravel his story: 

“I was impressed by the 
extravagance of the exhibition, 
and Hirst’s ability to get inside 
his viewers’ minds.”

We were here! 

Hydra and Kali

Fate of the Banished Man 

Medea

Antigone
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Three past students tell us 
what they’re up to now and how 
Brampton helped them get there. 

Phoebe Weinstein, 
Brampton leaver 2014:

Since I was 12 years old I knew 
I wanted to study photography at 
Parsons: The New School in New 
York. The support from Brampton 
College and my teachers, Hannah, 
Javier and Martyn, made this a 
reality for me. I went to Brampton 
College to improve my grades but 
ended up getting so much more out 
of the three years I spent there. The 
school allowed me the freedom to 
pave my own path and made every 
effort to help me on the way.

While at Brampton College I learnt 
to believe in myself and my work. 
This later allowed me the confi dence 
to intern with various galleries, 
magazines and fi lm directors in New 
York and Los Angeles. The small 
class sizes at Brampton College 
encouraged me to speak up and 
form my own opinions which was vital 
going into an American university, 
especially at an art school where we 
had weekly critiques of our work.

Having just graduated from Parsons 
with a major in Photography, a 3.7 
GPA and on the Dean’s list, I am 
now pursuing a career in the Film 
industry. I started exploring video 
art at Brampton College and that 

experience has carried over into 
the thesis which is a short fi lm. The 
long days spent fi lming reminded 
me of the long nights I spent 
working on my English coursework 
and sketchbooks for Art and 
Photography at Brampton - this was 
great preparation for me.

Stephanie Kosky, 
Brampton leaver 2014:

I joined Brampton College after 
my GCSEs, wanting a change in 
learning environment. Six years on, 
I maintain it was one of the best 
decisions I (along with my parents!) 
ever made. Brampton gave me the 
tools and confi dence to develop 
my academic learning skills, and 
continued using these throughout 
my university career. 

I was constantly pushed beyond 
what I considered to be my learning 
limits. I may not have enjoyed them 
at the time, but biweekly tests were 
exactly what I needed to keep me 
on my toes. The teaching support 
is unparalleled at Brampton. I 
applied to university abroad, and my 
tutor, Jonathan, helped mould my 
application until I was completely 
confi dent with it, despite staying 
after college hours until 7pm! My 
A level subjects were Psychology, 
Religious Studies, and English 
Literature. I went on to study Speech 
and Language Therapy for four years 
at the University of Manchester, 

which, rather unusually, related to 
all of my chosen A level subjects. I 
am currently working as a Speech 
and Language Therapist in North 
London. I am very grateful to all of 
my teachers; their obvious passion 
for their individual subjects made 
Brampton a wonderful place to learn. 
I should add that I have read The 
Bell Jar every year since completing 
my English Literature A level (that’s 
six times). It is still my favourite 
book, and I still scribble new 
thoughts and ideas in the margins! 

Anna Cai, 
Brampton leaver 2013:

When I was 17, I came to Brampton 
College with grades of ABCE. Two 
years later, I had graduated from 
Brampton with A*AAA, and received 
a scholarship to read Psychology 
at the University of Glasgow. Things 
have gone really smoothly from 
then. During the third year of my 
undergraduate course, I had the 
opportunity to exchange to another 
world-class university – the University 
of Sydney for a year. After completing 
my undergraduate degree, I am now 
studying an MPhil in Psychology 
and Education at the University of 
Cambridge (and happened to bump 
into an old Brampton friend again!). 
Without stepping into Brampton in 
the fi rst place, all of the rest might 
not have happened. 

The decision to come to Brampton 
College for my A level studies remains 
one of the best my family has ever 
made – it literally changed 

CATCHING UP WITH 
BRAMPTON ALUMNI! 

the trajectory of my academic and 
personal development. For my 
parents, it was the best investment 
that they have ever made for my 
education and future. For me, it was 
an invaluable period of time where 
I started to really enjoy studying, 
as Brampton created a supportive 
and focused environment for my 
studies. It is impossible not to work 
hard at Brampton, with the complete 
devotion and expertise of your 
teachers, and the weekly or fortnightly 
tests to track your progress. But trust 
me, it will all be worth it at the end. 
Brampton has got your back, as long 
as you work hard and focus on your 
goals, you will get to the place you 
want, if not further and higher. 

“Everyone thinks of changing 
the world, but no one thinks 
about changing themselves”

So recently, if you haven’t already 
read from the school website, the 
Jewish Chronicle or my mother’s 
Facebook posts ‘kvelling’ (as they 
say in my community), I ran in the 
Local Elections 2018 for the Green 
Party. I should also mention that 
I just so happened to be running 
against my auntie who takes an 
active role in council work for 
the Totteridge ward in Chipping 
Barnet…awkward.

I thought I should mention just how 
an 18-year-old currently working 
towards his A levels wound up 
running in a nationwide election 
against the Chief Councillor of 
Barnet and nine other candidates. 
Like many things, taking part in 
this crept up on me and I wouldn’t 
have seized upon the opportunity 
had a member of the local Green 
Party not messaged me after my 
conversations and statements 
made over the decisions taken 
in the General Election 2017. 
Henceforth, I became the youngest 
candidate in Britain to take part in 
the Local Elections at just 18 years 
and 1 month. 

Another question some may ask 
is why I decided to campaign 
for the Green Party in an area 
which ‘fl ies the blue fl ag’ quite 
evidently. For someone who has 
been lucky enough to be brought 
up in a liberal society, the thought 
of the environment scares me. 
Furthermore, the title of this I 
thought refl ected my feelings 
suffi ciently. If so many people are so 
concerned about the environment, 
why is it that 986 million tonnes 
of waste are dumped annually, or 
that 4.6 million tonnes of plastic is 
dumped into the ocean every year? 
Whilst we’re a generation of great 
change, we’re also a generation of 
watchers; a generation who despite 

it’s good intentions (on the whole), 
fail to prioritise the one thing that 
will affect us, our children and 
their children in years to come. 
Therefore, running in this election 
I felt was imperative in changing 
even one person’s mind on views 
about the Green Party, not just seen 
as this extreme left-wing group, 
but as a collection of like-minded 
individuals who only sought the best 
for citizens of our country, and in 
this case, on a local scale too. 

After coming away with 362 votes, 
coming consistently top in the mixed 
ballot votes and beating some 
Liberal Democrat candidates, overall, 
I feel the process was both rewarding 
for me and for my constituents who I 
aimed to inform about environmental 
policies we could introduce. I 
would encourage anyone with an 
environmental message to go out 
there and seize the opportunity 
that democracy allows us to have. 
“Cherish the natural world because 
you are part of it and you depend on 
it”- David Attenborough. 

Anna with Tim Mills, Director of Studies, 2013

GEMSTONES IN 
PARIS

POLITICS STUDENT RUNS 
FOR BARNET COUNCIL

The sound of the accordions 
wrap the air with life,
As she gazes outside the 
window of room 35,
Smooth, clear and lagatto - 
a tune of love,
Whilst the dusk sky blankets 
the city from above,
Her long hair fl ows with the 
whisper of the wind,
As the citrine lights refl ect on 
her skin,
Turning to her right 
she picks up a 
certain rose,
A gift from a man 
who loves her 
head to her toes.

Poem by Alex Motie

is why I decided to campaign 
for the Green Party in an area 
which ‘fl ies the blue fl ag’ quite 

As the citrine lights refl ect on 

Turning to her right 
she picks up a 
certain rose,
A gift from a man 
who loves her 
head to her toes.

Poem by Alex Motie

Phoebe Weinstein 

Jacob Trup

Stephanie Kosky
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BEST SPOT ON BRENT STREET 

AUNTIE AURORA

A BRAMPTON ORIGINAL

Dear Readers,

Here at @BC we understand 
that everyone has their 
problems, it’s only natural! 
But we also understand that 
personal issues are private 
and perhaps not something 
that one would want published 
in a school magazine. We’ve 
decided to take a light-hearted 
approach to the whole ‘agony 
aunt’ premise by extracting fairy 
tale problems into a modern 
setting. We hope you enjoy our 
humorous approach. 

Best Wishes,
Auntie Aurora and team

Dear Auntie Aurora
How do I balance my work and 
social life? I have so much work 
to do, but I don’t want to miss out 
on what everyone else is doing. My 
step-mum is very pressurising and 
always makes me stay home and 
work, especially when my two step-
sisters sisters go out all the time. 
What do I do?

A - This is a tricky situation, as it is 
important for you to both work and 
interact socially, and I understand it 
may be frustrating to see your step-
sisters go out when you can’t. 
I suggest that you talk to 
your step-mum about this 
issue and perhaps come 
up with a compromise, 
where if you’ve fi nished 
work, you are able to 
go out for a bit. At the 
end of the day I’m sure 
she only wants the 
best for you and that 
she’ll understand.

    

Dear Auntie Aurora
I’m always asleep and it’s starting 
to affect me socially, what do I 
do? I am always so tired and my 
friends often have to wake me to 
get me to go out with them, I’m 
not really sure what to do. If I don’t 
sleep whenever I’m tired I cannot 
function, but if I keep on like this, I 
think my friends won’t put up with 
me anymore.

A - Have you seen a doctor 
regarding your constant tiredness? 
It could be some sort of treatable 
medical issue. Regardless of this, if 
your friends are really your friends, 
they will understand that you need 
your sleep for the sake of your 
health. I suggest you visit the doctor 
and explain to your friends that 
you would like to go out with them, 
and that your weariness is really 
affecting you.

     
  

Dear Auntie Aurora
My sister keeps on trying to push 
me away and I don’t know what 
to do. My sister and I used to be 
really close when we were younger, 
but now she has changed and has 
become very distant. She never 
really goes out or sees any friends 
and whenever I try to do anything 
with her, she tells me to go away. 
I’m worried about her, what do I do?

A - I understand it is diffi cult to 
help someone who doesn’t want 
to be helped. I recommend that 
you persist in trying to interact 
with her and attempt to see if 
there is anything wrong. Although 
if this continues, and you are 
still worried, I suggest that you 
see the counsellor available here 
at Brampton College, who is 
extremely helpful and supportive.

By Katie Baker 

Q

Q

Q

“At the end of the day 
I’m sure she only wants 
the best for you and that 
she’ll understand.”

Being a part of Brampton 
College life means you are 
always looking for the best 
places to eat. So in order to 
fi nd out which places serve the 
best food, we asked Brampton 
students which restaurants they 
preferred out of: Café Vert, Mr 
Baker, Roosters, Other 

Ranking in 63% of the votes, Mr 
Baker became the most enjoyable 
restaurant that students love to go 
to! It beat the other shops by a large 

margin with the second highest 
votes going to Roosters which got 
24%. Café Vert got 6% and ‘other’ 
had the remaining 7% of votes. 

Is it the high-quality sushi or the 
above average pasta that always 
keeps customers coming for more? 

Although, facing some tough 
competition with Café Vert’s doing 
a great cheap portion of fries and 
Rooster’s amazing fl avours, I think 
that Mr Baker is at the top due to 

the wide variety 
of food it 
serves from 
the falafel, 
pizza, pasta, 
sushi or even 
a nice bagel. 

There is plenty to choose from and 
you are almost guaranteed to fi nd 
something you like. The casual 
atmosphere is great too with people 
saying it has a “lovely buzz” during 
lunch hours. Overall Mr Baker has 
great reviews as well as great food 
and is must-go place to eat!

By Areeba Paracha

We decided to catch up with 
Neal Thornton, Physics teacher 
and Education Coordinator, to 
hear about the beginnings of the 
College, and his 27 year journey 
with Brampton. 

Back in the mists of time, 
somewhere like 1991, I had 
resigned my post as Director of 
Studies with another sixth form 
college and was having a few 
years doing freelance work, when 
a teacher I had employed in my 
previous job rang me and asked 
if I would have time to come and 
teach some Physics for him and 
a friend in a college they were 
setting up called ‘The Tuition 
Centre’, based in Accommodation 
Road, Golders Green. That man 
was Richard Henriques. I’d grown 
to enjoy his company and respect 
him as a teacher and trusted that 
his new venture would have the 
best of intentions, so I came and 

met him and Mr. Bernard Canetti 
one afternoon. They only had a few 
students who might want to study 
Physics but that worked well for me 
so we came to an agreement.

The next year, as the College grew 
I offered to help with timetabling 
as it had been one of my main 
responsibilities for the large college I 
worked for previously and I took over 
the design of the college database 
system - a job I am still working on 
about 25 years later! As the college 
grew I took on the job of Director of 
Studies for the renamed Brampton 
College and have been proud to have 
been part of the management team 
for most of the college’s lifetime. 

Bernard and I have always felt 
that it’s possible for any of our 
students to reach the top grades 
if we can inspire them and guide 
them effectively enough, and I think 
it’s this open minded approach to 
education along with the positive 

and ever evolving attitude to 
optimising the monitoring and 
guidance of our students that has 
kept me happy to stay working at 
Brampton over the years. Taking 
more of a back seat in the last 
couple of years, I’m still controlling 
the College’s ever growing database 
systems and am actively involved in 
the student performance tracking 
processes, as well as teaching a little 
Physics to the one year students. 

By Neal Thornton

the wide variety 
of food it 
serves from 
the falafel, 
pizza, pasta, 
sushi or even 
a nice bagel. 

Roosters Mr Baker Café Vert

A BRAMPTON ORIGINAL

and ever evolving attitude to 

Neal teaching Physics at The Tuition Centre, Accommodation Road, 1991

M&S

Café Vert

Roosters

Mr Baker
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