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Dear readers, 

This year has seen the reawakening of the world after a global pandemic, fi lled quickly with different topics 
for us to consider. We are reaching new levels of social change and, now more than ever, young people 
are engaging with the issues that they previously felt distanced from. Here at Brampton College, the new 
academic year has brought a new selection of voices, as well as ideas.  

This edition seeks to convey our opinions on what we have seen in the news, our thoughts on topics that are both 
global, as well as more closely relevant to student life, and our responses to eye-opening talks and discussions that 
have taken place in the college. We hope that these pieces allow you to consider what we, as the student body, are 
concerned about, and what aims and aspirations we have for our futures.

Thank you, 

Sarah Clif, Editor

My personal investigation is focused on the action of creating portraits that 
convey a true sense of character and personality. I’ve found that through my 
stylistically-varied portraits I’ve managed to capture different kinds of character 
and personality. I’ve also found that how a person may come across in a portrait 
is linked with the variation of brushwork used. The majority of my development 
has been through focusing on the physicality of the paint and media I use, 
and experimenting with brushwork. Artists such as Lynette Yiadom-Boakye and 
David Hockney have heavily infl uenced my style of portraiture and developed 
my understanding of colour and composition.
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It is all about the adrenaline 
rush. It’s such an amazing 
feeling. It’s hard to fully describe 
unless you experience it, but it’s 
a combination of excitement, 
loss of control, exhilaration 
and a sense of freedom all 
wrapped up in one. There’s also 
an element of danger, which is 
indeed the fun part. On top of 
experiencing this pleasurable 
sport, going with Brampton and 
fellow classmates is what made 
this trip a memorable one.

Day one of the ski trip was the most 
exciting. Everyone was thrilled to get 
there. 5:30am and the speaker was 
on its highest volume, and everyone 
was singing and having a good time. 
As the trip went on and we spent 
more time with each other, we all 
became closer and developed a 
lovely bond.

Nick and Lindsay (staff), who took 
us on this trip made it truly special. 
They became so much more than 
teachers to us and took extreme 
care of us, making sure our trip was 

exceptional. On behalf of all the 
students who came with us, we are 
very grateful that Nick and Lindsay 
organised it. Thank you for the fun 
trip and incredible memories, we 
will all cherish them forever.

By Siana Patel, student

BRAMPTON COLLEGE 
SKI TRIP 2022

When I fi rst joined Brampton College, I had little 
to no confi dence in my academics. However, the 
constant encouragement and belief I received from 
all the teachers at Brampton from day one, helped 
improve my grades and achieve A*A*A!

I now hold an offer to my dream medical school 
and would not be in this position today if not for 
this incredible college. I will forever be thankful for 
Brampton encouraging me to pursue my dream. 

Their positive attitude always motivated me, and I 
knew that I was always welcome to approach any 
of my teachers when I needed it. I’ve never had a 
teacher, let alone multiple, who have gone above and 
beyond for me before and for that I’ll always be so 
grateful. Moving to Brampton College was the best 
decision I’ve ever made!

By Trisha Viswanath, 
former student

MOVING TO BRAMPTON COLLEGE 
WAS THE BEST DECISION I’VE 
EVER MADE!

Here’s what some other students had to say…

‘‘Best trip ever, I’m missing 
it a lot. One of my favourite 

memories to take away for sure!”

Zehra

“Best school trip ever. I 
was on the fl oor crying with 
laughter 95% of the time.”

Elliot

“The rushing 
while speeding 

down the hill was 
so refreshing.”

Will
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GASP MEDICS TALK: HOW THE 
HEALTHCARE SECTOR CAN HELP 
FIGHT CLIMATE CHANGE
We were pleased to welcome 
representatives of GASP 
Medics to Brampton at the 
end of last term. GASP Medics 
is a nationwide, non-profi t, 
multidisciplinary movement 
made up of healthcare 
professionals, students, 
managers and sustainability 
consultants working together 
to enact change. They came 
into the college to address our 
Medical School Forum.

The GASP sessions raised some 
very interesting points about 
the urgency of fi ghting climate 
change, and the role that the 
healthcare sector has to play 
in that. We were introduced 
to three ways of approaching 
climate change via an analogy 
of a plane taking three different 
paths: continue on its current 
path and eventually crash or do 
nothing about climate change 
and end up with an uninhabitable 
planet; take off or relocate to a 
different plane; or take the only 
sensible path and turn around, 
meaning take immediate action 
against climate change. We 
discussed the importance of a 
global collaborative effort and 
clear decision-making in tackling 

climate change. We also touched 
on the unfairness of holding newly 
industrialized and developing 
countries to the same standard 
as developed countries when it 
comes to reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions.

Of all the sectors contributing to 
climate change, healthcare is 
one of the hardest to make more 
sustainable, as the treatment of 
patients is not something you can 
cut back on. I’m sure we all agree 
that compromising patient care 
with the aim of making healthcare 

more sustainable is a completely 
unacceptable scenario. However, 
despite these challenges the NHS 
has set an ambitious goal to reach 
net-zero emissions by 2040. 

Although it is inevitable that 
a hospital environment with 
countless emergencies and 
surgeries will produce a lot of 
medical waste and anaesthetic 
gases which come with a 
signifi cant carbon footprint, there 
are a variety of steps hospitals 
can take to make healthcare 
more sustainable without reducing 
the quality of patient care. One 
way of making that happen is 
to cut transport emissions by 
encouraging some of the hospital 
staff to carry out some of their 
duties remotely, given that their 
absence from the hospital won’t 
affect the quality of patient care 
provided. Administrative tasks 
and online consultations are good 
examples of this. 

Another way of reducing healthcare’s carbon footprint 
is for hospitals to refuse to buy from suppliers that 
are not sustainable enough, which will have 
knock-on effects, as it would incentivize the 
suppliers to become more environmentally 
friendly, as well. Moreover, switching from 
single-use to metal surgical equipment 
can help reduce surgical waste, without 
increasing the risk of infection as the 
equipment is sterilized.

Introducing these changes can help 
reduce healthcare’s impact on climate 
change, bringing us one step closer to 
saving the world from the disastrous 
effects of climate change, much like a 
single control mechanism working 
alongside the other buttons and 
switches in a cockpit can help turn 
the plane around and prevent it 
from crashing.

By Madina Amiraslanova, student
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AN INTERVIEW 
WITH THE 
PRINCIPAL: 
FIGHTING CLIMATE 
CHANGE

sceptic then the damage is too 
great. So I think the evidence is 
absolutely clear and we should 
act anyway.

Do you think as individuals we 
are responsible more so than the 
government or vice versa?

There is a responsibility for us 
all to reduce emissions and 
consumption generally. But this 
is also too big for individuals 
to resolve so we do need 
governments and corporations 
to act to subsidise non-carbon 
alternatives and make a rapid 
transition to a green economy. 

Do you think electric cars are 
going to be the way forward?

Yes.

Do you own an electric 
car yourself?

I have a hybrid car and I haven’t 
put any fuel in for over 2 months. I 
only put petrol in for long journeys 
and have a fully electric car on 
order. My wife has just changed to 
a fully electric Mini. I personally do 
not want to continue to buy petrol. 
I am very mindful of gas, heating 
and so on and I want to reduce my 
contribution to the burning of 
fossil fuels. But, I have seen 
a range of stats looking 
at sales of new cars, 
the proportion of fully 
electric was under 
12% in 2021 which 
is still low, and 
the government 
subsidy has

been reduced from 
£3,000 to zero. The 
government has made 
a commitment which 
is good because we do 
need the infrastructure 
in place. Electric cars 
are defi nitely going to 
be the way forward.

Do you think there 
is more that Brampton can do in 
terms of transport?

There are more things we can 
do. I think we can look at carpool 
sharing. Cycle to work scheme. We 
have recruited an Environmental 
Coordinator to bring these initiatives 
together and to help move the 
college in the right direction.

What have you done both 
personally and professionally to 
help combat the climate crisis?

I have started to take steps to 
reduce consumption in general. We 
compost food at home. We recycle 
a high proportion of things. We’ve 
just introduced smart thermostats 
and most of our windows are 
double glazed. We use a green 
tariff for electricity and gas. 
Electric cars. I am trying to drive 

this environmental strategy 
forward as a key part of 

what the college is about. 
Obviously, we are here 
in order to provide 
the highest quality 
of education but I 
fear we are failing 
if we don’t ensure 
our students are 

educated on

the climate crisis and we are doing 
everything we can in the college. 
We’ve just become members of 
the ‘1% for the Planet’ initiative 
– our pledge to donate 1% of all 
the college’s revenue to non-profi t 
environmental charities. This year 
we made donations to twelve 
environmental charities, amounting 
to £64k, which is signifi cantly more 
than the 1% commitment. 

In terms of inspiring the youth, 
who do you look up to?

Yvon Chouinard is absolutely 
brilliant (founder of Patagonia and 
joint founder of 1% for the Planet). 
I think Bill Gates is doing really 
good work. I’ve just read his book 
which goes through all the different 
sectors to reduce Co2. Of course 
David Attenborough. He’s absolutely 
extraordinary and a wonderful, 
inspiring man. Joanna Macy, an 
environmental activist and author 
who talks about ‘Active Hope’ as a 
way of remedying the climate crisis.

To conclude, climate change 
is a very real thing, and as a 
young person, having people 
like Bernard to provide support 
has been incredible. In the 
Green Committee at college, 
students voices are regularly 
listened to; we have switched to 
non-toxic cleaning products and 
environmentally friendly options 
where we can. We are discussing 
further ideas and changes to 

the college, and I am excited 
to see what we achieve in the 
next few months.

By Ava Oppenheimer, student

I’m a student at Brampton 
College and sit on the Green 
Committee. Last term, I 
interviewed the Principal of 
Brampton College, Bernard 
Canetti, about the climate crisis 
and what he’s doing to help 
fi ght the situation.

How do you feel when you hear 
the term ‘global warming’?

I am concerned. I am concerned 
about whether, as a global 
community, we are going to do 
enough to reduce emissions. I 
am concerned about COP 26 – I 
am sure all the right noises will 
be made but the evidence is that 
the emissions are higher than 
they were in Paris in 2015 and 
continuing to grow every year. I 
think the world leaders are making 
the right soundbites in public 

but are not taking the actions 
necessary. I am concerned for 
my children and all the future 
generations. I think we are 
sleepwalking towards disaster 
unless we take decisive action.

Do you think there is still hope?

I do think there’s hope. I don’t 
think we are at a point of no return 
yet, but there is a real danger of 
reaching a tipping point. There’s 
only hope if the  global community, 
particularly governments and 
corporations, takes action now. My 
worry is that we are distracted by 
other things which are relatively 
unimportant. Are we really going to 
be serious enough?

Are you a strong believer that 
climate change is fully a result 
of human activity, and if so, what 
should we do about that?

I am not a climate scientist but my 
understanding is that the evidence 
is absolutely clear and unequivocal 
and at least 98% of relevant 
scientists agree. There are some 
sceptics around, and even if you 
were unconvinced from the point 
of view of doing no harm, I think 
we should take action based on 
the precautionary principle, 
because if 
you’re 
wrong 
as a 
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During the summer term, Zigi 
Shipper, a holocaust survivor, 
told us about his experience 
during the Second World War. 
We have always heard about 
what happened in the war via 
textbooks and documentaries, 
which mostly emphasize the main 
events and the dates to increase 
our general knowledge. We have 
never had the opportunity to hear 
about the personal experiences 
of the survivors who lived in fear 
during those times. 

The terror he felt was the 
disastrous results of teaching racial 
hatred to a generation and the 
spread of the thought that some 
people are more worthy of living 
than others. Despite the war being 
over many decades ago, there are 
still many people who suffer from 
hate crimes. These hate crimes 
are affecting individuals differently, 
and may not be necessarily racism. 
It can be sexism or bullying, but 
what they all have in common is 
that they’re rooted in the thought 
that one is somehow superior to 
another. The purpose of Zigi’s talk, 
despite the diffi culties of speaking 
about his harsh experiences, was 
to teach future generations about 
the outcomes of this unreasonable 

feeling of superiority and explain 
how hatred can change one’s life 
completely. 

He told us about the Nazi death 
camps, the diffi culties of living in 
fear and how he got separated 
from his loved ones knowing that 
he probably would never see them 
again. He talked to us about being 
more grateful for the existence 
of each other and being lucky 
to have a loved one near us. At 
the camps, they shared even the 
smallest amount of food among 
themselves which allowed more 
people to survive. Kindness, he 
believes, is always appreciated 
and can help people overcome the 
harshest times.

I was most surprised when Zigi 
expressed that he considers 
himself a rather lucky person. 
He felt that life was worth living 
despite everything he has been 
through. This matters as nowadays 
rates of depression and mental 
health diseases are at their worst 
levels. Are trivial matters really 
worth all the negative feelings, 
and is it truly impossible to think 
that our lives aren’t as diffi cult as 
we’re making them be? Maybe a 
change of lifestyle and mindset to 
live to the very fullest and enjoy the 

present rather than waiting for a 
happier future. 

I feel privileged to have heard his 
story as his forgiveness - despite 
how he was treated - has inspired 
me to think we have to snap 
the chain of hatred somewhere. 
He also taught me to be more 
optimistic and to enjoy the 
moments that I spend with family 
and relatives. 

By Narin Torhakani, student

The current confl ict in Ukraine 
goes back to 2008, when 
Ukraine applied for NATO 
membership. When President 
Putin then spoke out against 
such a move, he revived the 
Soviet-era foreign policy 
principle of the Brezhnev 
Doctrine, which was formulated 
in order to counter breakaways 
from the old Warsaw Pact. This 
was a treaty of mutual defence 
and military aid signed by the 
Communist states under Soviet 
infl uence, in response to the 
admission of West Germany to 
NATO and which fell into disuse 
after Gorbachev. 

The pact stated that a foreign 
threat to any member of the Soviet 
Union is a threat to them all. 
Thus, any intervention is justifi ed. 
Putin’s re-adoption of this policy 
meant that the idea of Ukrainian 
membership of NATO was grounds 
for retaliation.  Already in 2014, 
Putin’s hostility to NATO and 
Ukraine had resulted in an invasion 
of the country, after the pro-
Putin former Ukrainian President, 
Yanukovich, fl ed the country after 
the Maidan uprising against him. 

On the 14th of September 
2020, Ukraine’s new President, 
Zelensky, approved a new National 
Security Strategy. This strategy 
provides for the development of 
the distinctive partnership with 
NATO with the aim of membership 
of NATO. Russia believes that a 
possible Ukrainian accession to 
NATO and NATO growth in general 
threaten its national security. 
Many neighbouring countries 
have accused Putin of attempting 
to restore the Russian Empire 
(or Soviet Union – which was 
disbanded in 1991) by pursuing 
aggressive militaristic policies.

This aggressive move led to 
Zelensky’s signing a decree 
approving the de-occupation and 
reintegration of a temporarily 
occupied territory of the so-called 
“Autonomous Republic of Crimea”. 
During this time, signifi cant 
quantities of weapons and 
equipment from various regions of 
Russia, including as far away as 
Siberia, were transported towards 
the Russo-Ukrainian border and 
into Crimea. Following this, Putin 
published an essay that re-
affi rmed his view that Russians and 
Ukrainians were “one people”.

For eight years, the disagreements 
had largely been confi ned to 
words. But what happened next 
ramped up the prospects for global 
confl ict to their highest point 
since the Cuban Missile Crisis. In 
late-January 2022, major Russian 
military units were deployed to 
Belarus under planned joint military 
exercises to be held in February. 
Ukrainian and American offi cials 
believed that Russia attempted 
to use Belarus as a platform for 
an attack on Ukraine from the 
north, due to the proximity of 
the Belarusian–Ukrainian border 
with the city of Kyiv. On February 
20th, Belarus announced the 
continuation of the Allied Resolve 
2022 military exercises, and on the 
same day, news outlets reported 
a US intelligence assessment that 
Russian commanders had been 
given orders to begin an invasion. 
To many observers’ disbelief, the 
invasion actually occurred four 
days later.

Currently, the Russo-Ukrainian war 
continues with no peaceful end in 
sight. Despite this, no country has 
come to help defend Ukraine. Putin 
has threatened retaliation against 
any country helping Ukraine and 

has a stranglehold on European 
gas supplies that could produce 
widespread misery this winter 
if he is opposed. The invasion 
is a humanitarian disaster, as 
well as deeply unjust. However, 
neither NATO nor anyone else 
has offered any direct military 
aid. It is true that Ukraine is not 
a NATO member, but it does raise 
a question about the importance 
of an organization that claims 
they are all about defending 
humanitarian rights.

The question now stands, given 
the fact that NATO has not come 
to Ukraine’s defence, what 
happens if, for all the incredible 
courage of the Ukrainians, Putin 
is successful in his war aims and 
feels emboldened to invade other 
parts of the old Soviet bloc?   

By Tina Barghi, Politics student

WILL THE RUSSO-UKRAINIAN WAR 
END WITH GLOBAL CONFLICT?

ZIGI SHIPPER: AN INSPIRATION 
FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 

Over £47,000 raised so far 
for our Ukraine Appeal - 

thank you!

Brampton College launched 
the Appeal for Ukraine 
and we would like to thank 
parents, students and 
everyone else for their kind 
donations. So far we have 
raised over £23,000 for the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine 
fund, and over £24,000 for 
the DEC humanitarian fund 
- so just over £47,000 in 
total including gift aid and 
additional matched funding 
from the college and 
Charitable Trust (as well as 
a contribution from the UK 
Government) – smashing 
our original target of 
£40,000!

Over £47,000 raised so far 
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Resham Vadodaria, who teaches 
Economics, Business and 
Geography, is put on the teacher 
hot seat for some grilling!

Describe yourself in 3 words!

Empathetic, realist, driven 

Where and when did your passion 
for your subject begin?

When I fi rst chose to study 
Economics at my IB school in 
London. 

Which part of the subject 
interests you most?

The beauty of Economics is that 
it’s thought-provoking, it teaches 
you lessons from the past and 
prepares you for the uncertain 
future. 

What’s the best part of teaching? 
And the worst?

Best part of teaching is 
witnessing the moment when 
the penny drops! Worst part is 
when students don’t believe 
in themselves. 

Why teach at Brampton?

Brampton allows teachers 
and students to grow 
together. Small classes allow 
you to learn more about 
the student and adapt your 
teaching style accordingly. 

What have you learnt from 
your students?

I have learned to be patient 
and understanding. In fact, 
I learn something new from 
them every day! 

Tell us something your 
students would be surprised 
to fi nd out about you?

I love yoga and I recently 
managed to do a shoulder 
stand with no support! 

TEACHER HOT SEAT
What’s your party trick?

Rapping the entire lyrics for 
‘Drop it like its hot’ by Snoop 
Dogg (embarrassing!!)

If you could have dinner with any 
person who ever lived, who would 
it be and why? 

David Attenborough has been 
my childhood hero. It would be 
an honor to hear fi rst-hand what 
experiences he has been through 
throughout his journey to unravel 
the Earth’s infi nite beauty.

If you were the richest person in 
the world for one day, what would 
you spend your money on?

Unlike Jeff Bezos, I would not use 
that money to fl y into space for 
fun and release 300 tons of CO2

into our atmosphere (Ha!) I would 
love to use that money towards 
building schools in remote towns in 
Uganda. 

What book, 
movie 
read/seen 
recently 
you would 
recommend 
and why?

I recently 
watched 
Gangubai 
Kathiawadi (Bollywood movie) on 
Netfl ix which was inspirational. She 
was an Indian social activist, and a 
prostitute who worked her way into 
Parliament to fi ght for the rights 
of prostitutes in India. She fought 
for better regulations/working 
conditions and recognition for sex 
workers in India.

What’s your favourite joke?

MY HUSBAND. 

What’s on your bucket list?

To hike from London to 
Europe (Calais).

What’s the best piece of advice 
you’ve ever been given?

Focus on the journey and not 
the destination (applicable to 
many contexts!).
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On November 2nd, 2021, 
the American Food and 
Drug Administration (F.D.A.) 
announced that they were 
planning to commence human 
trials for a treatment, and 
potential cure, for HIV, which 
they have considered to be 
“ground breaking”. 

The reason for this description, 
of course, is because, since the 
fi rst case of HIV was reported 
in 1981, no real cure has ever 
been found; currently, the only 
known treatment for HIV is through 
the use of antiretroviral drugs, 
which stop the virus replicating 
in the body, allowing the immune 
system to repair itself and prevent 
further damage. Through the use 
of this drug, the virus becomes 
undetectable in the person’s body, 
and is therefore deemed un-
transmittable.

Given that this potential 
cure has taken 40 
years to be found, this 
new research truly is 
“ground breaking” — 
however, considering 
we are still in the 
midst of a pandemic, 
in which not just one, 
but six, vaccines have 
already been approved 
by the World Health 
Organisation, was that 
39 years too long? And 
even though vaccines 
don’t equate to a cure 
for COVID, the mere 
fact that the whole 
world was almost instantly working 
together to end the pandemic, 
proves that the leaders of our 
world have never shared the same 
concern for the community that is 
most effected by HIV/AIDS — that 
is, the LGBTQIA+ community.

While, in 2017, it was estimated 
that heterosexual people 
accounted for about 24% of HIV 
diagnoses, the majority of cases 
have existed, and continue to 
exist, in gay or bisexual men, 
many of whom (especially in the 

STOP THE SPREAD (OF STIGMA) 1980s, when the virus was fi rst 
discovered in humans) lived in 
fear of being found out for their 
sexuality. And their fears were 
amplifi ed further, when they were 
marked as having a “gay disease”, 
creating an association between 
gay men and HIV/AIDS, in order to 
excuse harmful, painful stigmas 
and false narratives about them, 
allowing so many to believe that the 
gay community is disease-ridden 
and dirty. The spread of these ideas 
obviously lead to further damage, 
and prevented many people from 
being tested and fi nding out their 
status; even now, it is estimated 
that, in the US alone, 13% of HIV-
positive people don’t actually know 
they are living with the virus.

But how is it that so many 
still continue to suffer in silence, 
fearing of the judgement of 
others?

There is no stigma surrounding 
those who contract COVID-19, and 
it is just as easy to go to a sexual 
health clinic and fi nd out whether 
you have HIV, as it is to go to your 
local testing centre for a simple 
swab-up-the-nose COVID test.

The differences between the two 
pandemics are actually quite 
simple: as soon as government 
offi cials knew that they were just as 
susceptible to COVID-19 as the next 
person, they took action to protect 
everyone — whereas, with HIV/
AIDS, talking about the subject was 
deemed as parallel to experiencing 
the subject, or having this “gay 
disease”, and nothing could be 
more harmful to a politician’s image 
than that.

In October of 1982, with 853 
known AIDS deaths in the US that 
year, journalist Lester Kinsolving 
asked President Ronald Reagan 
whether (with over 600 deaths and 
1 in 3 people dying from AIDS) he 
would consider this an epidemic. 
The response that Reagan offered 
was shocking, and incredibly 
disturbing. Looking at the issue as 

merely a source of light humour, 
Reagan only replied, “I don’t 
have it…are you…do you?”, and 
continued, “I don’t know a thing 
about it, Lester.”, before joining 
the rest of the press in an eruption 
of laughter.

Essentially, Reagan and the White 
House viewed the whole epidemic 
as a great joke, even though, in his 
8 years in offi ce, he presided over 
89,343 known AIDS deaths.

Finally, in 1985, 3 years after 
Kinsolving brought the epidemic to 
the President’s attention, Reagan 
actually uttered the acronym 
“AIDS” for the fi rst time, and 
addressed it as a “top priority”, 
in a press conference where he 
announced that Congress was to 
allocate $190 million, in order to 
fund research into treatments and 
cures of the disease. This led to 
the development, both in the US 
and UK, as well as a few other 
countries around the world, of the 
fi rst antiretroviral drug in 1987, and, 
eventually, 15 years after the fi rst 
reported case, in 1996 researchers 
developed HAART (highly active 
antiretroviral therapy), which 
became the standard treatment 
for HIV.

15 years. Over 36 million 
deaths.

Little coverage. Little 
action. Little sympathy.

The fi rst COVID vaccine took less 
than a year from the report of the 
fi rst case to be approved.

But because the governments 
of the world were so concerned 
with removing themselves from 
any association to the “gay 
disease”, they forgot to care about 
their people.

In an ‘Act Up’ protest in October 
of 1988, American artist, 
photographer, writer, fi lmmaker, and 
activist, David Wojnarowicz wore a 
jacket summing up how so many in 
the LGBTQIA+ community felt about 
the issue of AIDS — it read: “if I die 
of AIDS — forget burial — just drop 
my body on the steps of the F.D.A.”

After all, if that actually happened, 
maybe action would have been 
taken earlier, and the F.D.A. would 
be announcing their potential cure 
for HIV much sooner. Because, for 
many of those in charge, unless 
the problem actually appears on 
their doorsteps, they have little 
motivation to clear it up.

By Sarah Clif, student
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Last term, A level English 
Literature students were 
privileged enough to receive 
a talk from Sociology teacher 
Nicole, on the feminist rights 
movements of the 1960s to 
1980s. The vast knowledge 
which she imparted to us 
was invaluable in our further 
understanding and research of 
the novel we are studying – 
‘The Handmaid’s Tale’. In 
particular, we learnt some of the 
American history behind what 
infl uenced Margaret Atwood’s 
dystopian novel, such as the 
second feminist wave of the 60s 
and 70s, and the anti-feminist 
movement of the 80s. 

During the second feminist wave, 
society was patriarchal, and 
women were dissatisfi ed with 
their traditional gender roles as 
housewives and mothers. Despite 
men being unwilling to change 
their behaviour, signifi cant legal 
changes came to fruition, such 
as the 1963 Equal Pay Act, 
1964 Civil Rights Act, and the 
legalisation of abortion in 1972. 

However, during the 1980s, when 
Ronald Reagan was President, 
his anti-tax, anti-communist 
and anti-government ideologies 
were very much present, and the 
founding of ‘The Moral Majority’ 
– a fundamentalist Christian 

organisation, voted for Reagan 
almost entirely based on the 
prospect of opposition to women’s 
rights. They fought to remove 
gender equality in education, 
also pushing for motherhood and 
household roles to be taught as 
careers instead. 

Nevertheless, most Americans 
didn’t share the same attitudes 
and The Moral Majority lost its 
infl uence in the late 80s. 

A point I found particularly 
interesting, which Nicole pointed 
out, was The Moral 
Majority’s favouring of 
the death penalty. 
They believed in 
this based on 
their reading 
of the Bible, 
which is 

similar to the way in which Atwood 
portrays Gilead, in using religion 
and the words of the Bible to 
oppress the Handmaids. 

Atwood shows Gilead as having 
a theocratic government, maybe 
showing her criticism of ‘The 
Moral Majority’. 

THE AMERICAN FEMINIST WAVE 
BEHIND ‘THE HANDMAID’S TALE’

‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ clearly 
refl ects some of the background 
to Atwood’s life, as she shows her 
perspective on the treatment of 
women throughout the 60s to 80s 

in her creation of the dystopian 
future of Gilead. 

On behalf of all the A2 English 
students, thank you Nicole for 
such an informative and thorough 
glimpse into American politics 
and society.

By Imaan Rashid
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Art has always been a great 
passion of mine and the 
opportunities that Brampton 
provides are vast. 

The art and photography studios 
are interlinked which allows for 
an inclusive environment and the 
sharing of facilities. For example, 
Brampton’s dark room was very 
useful when I started my project 
and has been used by both art 
and photography students. Being 
able to constantly refl ect upon my 
work and the access we have to 
support is also something that has 
particularly helped me. 

Adam or Hannah have always 
been available outside of class 
hours for help with projects when 
needed. During the application 
process for foundation courses, it 
was extremely intensive, however 
Adam and Hannah helped me 
in the selection process that 
required me to choose the best 
pieces of my work to submit to 
universities – this then got me into 
Central Saint Martins! Learning at 
Brampton has helped me shape 
my aspirations and my ambition to 
study Fine Art or Art History after 
my foundation course.

I’d like to share one of my 
projects, ‘The Face Within’. My 
initial idea came from the theme 
of ‘refl ection’ as well as the idea 
of combining architecture and 
portraiture. To help facilitate the 
idea, I did sample maquettes 
before selecting one then 
expanding it to its larger form 
using wood so it would be more 
stable sculpturally. I also used 
mirror sheets on top of the wood 
to create the refl ective quality 
I was looking for. I used black 
acrylic paint as my media to allow 
for the monochrome look which I 
have been doing since the initial 
architecture work at the start of 
my portfolio.

THE FACE WITHIN

I worked to create this piece with infl uences coming from Cris Brodahl, Zaha 
Hadid, Florence Henri, and Deborah Roberts. The structure was inspired by the 
architecture of Zaha Hadid and has been a long process of discovery throughout 
my portfolio. Her strong use of glass in her work led me towards the 
theme of ‘refl ection’.

Cris Brodahl’s structural artwork has also 
infl uenced this piece, helping me identify the 
type of geometric shapes and overlaps that I 
wanted to use. ‘The Face Within’ has also 
been infl uenced by photographer, Florence 
Henri with regards to ambiguity of the form, 
the monochrome colour palette, and the 
theme of refl ection. Lastly, Deborah Roberts’ 
work inspired me to combine mirrors as well 
as the wood for the background as she works 
primarily with collages of different parts of 
a face.

By Emily Sellar-Elliot, student

2020 - 2022
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It seems that, once again, the 
world is divided. No, I’m not 
talking about the controversy 
surrounding responses to the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine, 
or Florida’s ‘Don’t Say Gay’ 
bill, or whether or not the Duke 
and Duchess of Cambridge 
should have taken their tour of 
the Caribbean. I’m talking, of 
course, about ‘The Slap’.

In case you’ve been stuck in a box 
since March 28th, here’s what 
happened: During the Academy 
Awards ceremony, which took 
place that night, comedian Chris 
Rock decided that the best joke 
he could make was to compare 
Jada Pinkett-Smith to ‘G.I. Jane’ 
(saying, “Can’t wait for G.I. Jane 
2”), in response to her shaved 
hair — a result of the hair-loss 
condition alopecia.

Will Smith, Jada’s husband, as he 
himself explained later, “reacted 
emotionally”, marching up on 
stage, slapping Rock across the 
face and shouting at him, with no 
omission of colourful language, 
to keep Jada’s name out of 
his mouth.

In less than a minute, the air in 
that room had turned unbearably 
awkward. No one knew what to 
make of the whole thing, with 
many thinking at fi rst that this was 
going to be a hilarious skit — now, 
undoubtedly, this scene is fated 
to a future of being ranked among 
other shocking Oscars moments, 
like when ‘Moonlight’ and ‘La 
La Land’ were mixed up for Best 
Picture in 2017, or when, in 
2014, John Travolta forgot how to 
pronounce Idina Menzel’s name.

We may have been shocked when 
it fi rst happened. We may have 
even laughed. But the journalists 

desperate for clicks and views 
jumped on the moment, grabbing 
at anything to hyperbolise one 
incident. Some prominent 
publications are even claiming 
that Rock was punched, not 
slapped — when, really, he was 
the one that was punching down 
with that joke.

This is all not to say that Smith 
was right with his actions. Is 
violence ever the answer? No. 
But does that make it ok to mock 
illnesses? Also no. And what’s 
more, in a country like America, 
is it ever fair to disrespect a Black 
woman for choosing to wear 

her hair how she wants, when 
Black women’s hair is already so 
overly-politicised, and has been a 
punchline for hundreds of years? 
Absolutely not.

Ultimately, the whole thing 
shouldn’t have happened, and 
the following reaction shouldn’t 
have happened either. It was a 
hugely unfair altercation, and has 
completely stolen the focus of 
what we should be covering and 
remembering in the future.

Does no one else fi nd it so 
unbearably embarrassing that this 
year’s ceremony will for evermore 
be synonymous with thoughtless 

WHEN WILL WE ABANDON ‘THE 
PURSUIT OF SLAPPYNESS’?

words and actions, when so many 
more signifi cant moments took 
place? Will Smith himself won the 
award for Best Actor, for his role as 
Richard Williams in ‘King Richard’, 
making him the fi fth Black man to 
ever win the award. Troy Kotsur is 
the fi rst deaf man to win an Oscar, 
for being the Best Supporting 
Actor in ‘CODA’, an American 
adaptation of the 2014 French 
movie, ‘La Famille Bélier’. With this 
production and win, the story is 
spreading further around the world, 
raising awareness of the endless 
sourced of talent within the deaf 
and disabled community. As 
Kotsur himself put it, for “the deaf 
community, the CODA community 
and the disabled community, this 
is our moment”, not to be erased 
later by selective reporters.

In addition, Ariana DeBose became 
the fi rst openly queer woman of 
colour to win an award, for her 
role as Best Supporting Actress in 
‘West Side Story’. We also saw a 

historic win for Best Director. Jane 
Campion, who directed the fi lm-
adaptation of Thomas Savage’s 
book, ‘The Power of the Dog’, will 
now join Kathryn Bigelow (‘Hurt 
Locker’, 2010) and Chloé Zhao 
(‘Nomadland’, 2021) as the only 
three female winners of this award. 
They continue to pave the way 
for, and will continue to be huge 

inspirations to female story-tellers 
across the world.

You see, the questions we should 
be asking about that night 
shouldn’t be surrounding our 
fascination in a 30-second period 
of chaos. We shouldn’t be thinking 
about who will say or do what next, 
about who’s going to take the next 
hit. We should be asking: why on 
earth did none of these brilliant 
talents have a chance to win 
before? Why has this only been the 
fi rst queer woman of colour, or the 
fi rst deaf man, or the fi rst Muslim 
and person of Asian descent, or 
only the third female director, or 
the fi fth Black man ever?

Sure, there was a moment. A very 
awkward, shocking, uncomfortable 
one. But we cannot, under any 
circumstances, let that be the 
only thing we take away from the 
ceremony. For the sake of every 
single other person who deserves 
to be celebrated for their work, 
the stories that they have told, 
the people they have helped. It 
makes no sense to care, when 
there are so much bigger things to 
thing about, like who we can look 
forward to as the next momentous 
winner of these awards, and what 
someone else will be able to bring 
to the Oscars’ table.

By Sarah Clif, student
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A year ago I went to Kenya 
(East Africa) to volunteer in 
conservation at the Giraffe 
Ambassador programme. It was 
both inspirational and humbling 
to be a part of. During my time 
volunteering, we were based 
in the Soysambu Conservancy. 
Together with four members 
of my family, I assisted in the 
identifi cation and analysis 
of the Rothschild Giraffe, an 
endangered species in the 
conservancy. We also went to 
local communities and schools, 
where we assisted in the 
construction of low-cost stoves 
and a football pitch for the 
students. 

A part of the conservation in 
Soysambu was clearing up trash 
along Lake Elmenteita’s shoreline 
and de-snaring poaching hotspots 
(which was a big part of 
the conservation in this 
area) Finally, we assisted the 
conservancy veterinarians 
in locating injured 
animals, where we 
assisted them 
being treated. 

This was a life-changing 
experience that chastened 
me to the core.

One of the most 
exhilarating experiences 
was removing traps, 

placed by poachers, and 
preventing animals 
such as zebras from 
hurting themselves. 

Poachers would use a 
metal wire and trap the legs of 
an animal. As the wires were 
randomly placed in the wild 
we were at risk from lonely 
buffaloes and black rhinos. 

The ability to help improve the 
lives of kids in underprivileged 
communities was a life changing 
experience. Leaving each day 
knowing we were able to make 
a small impact in the lives 
of these children was one of 
the greatest gains from the 
project. Volunteering in this 
environment has allowed 
me to develop a greater self 
understanding. I would love to 
revisit this community and have 
the opportunity to give more to 
the children.

By Alisha Shah, student

MY EXPERIENCE IN SOYSAMBU

I found out about Brampton 
while I was part of an exchange 
programme in London. I really 
liked the city and I decided 
to stay, so I searched for the 
best colleges in London and 
Brampton College came out top 
of the list. 

From the moment I arrived 
the staff were really kind and 
supportive. They advised me on 
student residences and local 
places in which I could stay whilst 
studying for my A Levels. They 
even offered me English courses if 
I needed to adapt to the language 
and culture.

I would recommend Brampton 
because of the quality of teaching. 
Every single teacher in this college 
has years of experience and 
they have excellent resources to 
enhance your learning. Moreover, 
classrooms normally have 
between 4 and 8 students, 
which is a perfect way to 
ensure that everyone 
gets the concepts 

right and that we can all do well 
in our exams (as well as making 
ourselves comfortable to interact 
with the teachers). 

It is a high-quality student 
environment in which I have found 
the tools to achieve the results 
I want, and in addition, I have 
made some of my best friends.

By Benito Grana, student 

COMING TO BRAMPTON 
FROM ABORAD!
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It’s that time of year again where we have to part with our 
current A2s. I’ll be the fi rst to say that it hasn’t been easy, 
everyone has worked so hard to reach the end of their A levels. 
But Brampton has undoubtedly given us an amazing experience 
that myself and my fellow A2s will treasure for a long time. 

Teachers are at the heart of our time at college, and some 
of our A2 students had some messages to say thank you:

GOODBYE BRAMPTON COLLEGE!

I would personally like to thank all 
my teachers from AS to A2 - to 
John, Anj, Julian, Anu, Niraj, Dave, 
Alice, Jonathan, Lindsay, Ramsey 
and Mark - you have all given me 
the best experience at college 
I could have asked for. I have 
always felt so supported, valued 
as a part of each class, and 
welcome to ask questions. I can 
truly never thank you enough for 
the time you have spent in lessons 
and tutorials with me, making 
sure I understand topics and exam 
questions. And most importantly, 
thank you for believing in me. 

Our subject teachers have been 
the crux of our experience at 
Brampton, but perhaps our 
greatest supporters are our 
personal tutors. They help us to 
manage plans to improve our 
grades throughout the year. They 

are our referees, overseeing our 
UCAS applications, and they are 
always there to cheer us on and 
motivate us. So on behalf of all 
the A2 students, a huge thank 
you to our personal tutors, for all 
the work you do and the support 
and care you provide us with - it 
doesn’t go unnoticed and we 
are very appreciative of the time 
that you dedicate to us in your 
busy schedules.

A special shout-out to my 
tutor John, who’s given us all 
many motivational assemblies, 
which have helped us with 
our endeavours.

Some advice I have for future A2s 
to come would be to stay calm, 
reach out to your teachers for 
help and make use of tutorials 
throughout the year. Try your best 

to keep up with topics as you’ve 
fi nished them, but remember to 
have a balance between work and 
rest. Enjoy your fi nal year!

I’m sure all the A2s will agree with 
me when I say it’s been a hectic 
two years, and it feels as though 
time has whizzed by so quickly. 
From the moment we fi rst started 
at Brampton, to our last A level 
exam, and fi nally results day, we 
really have been through so much 
together. We’ve even been through 
a pandemic! When we look back 
at our time in Brampton, I’m 
happy to say there are lots of 
good memories, and we’ve all 
made friends that we will keep 
with us.

Goodbye Brampton, you’ve been 
a blast :)

By Imaan Rashid, student

English - Amy Franklin

Anu, Jo and Dave are fabulous English 
teachers. I feel I have really learned 
a lot from them in terms of how to 

structure my argument and put it down 
on paper in a way that is sophisticated 

and mature. They have helped each 
and every class take their writing up 
a notch and it’s been a joy engaging 

in critical debate and the wider 
implications of the texts at heart.

Jo has taught me from the start and 
she has been down to earth, witty and 

the voice of feminism while still allowing 
each of us to form our own opinions. 
She is someone you can confi de in!

Thank you so much, 

Amy

Maths - Anya Kotecha and 
Chahat Halai

Dear Sarah and Bagher, 

Thank you so much for all the 
time you have spent helping 

us! We really appreciate it and 
are very appreciative of your 

dedication to us not only during 
lesson time but also during exam 

season. We will miss you lots!

Best wishes, 

Anya and Chahat

Biology - Mia Donegan and Amy Hirschowitz

Dear John, Anj and Julian,

Thank you so much for all your help over the last two years. 
We really appreciate all of your hard work, commitment and 

dedication to us, whether in class time or extra tutorials. 
Not only have you made lessons fun, but you have always 

provided us with the best knowledge and skills to take 
forward into exams. We can’t thank you enough!

All the best,

Amy and Mia

Geography - Saurav Gorai

Thank you so much Dominique and Lucy, for dealing with our classes for 
nearly two years - I honestly have no idea how you stayed sane. Thank you 

so much, let’s hope we still have time for a kahoot!

From Saurav

Chemistry - Mia Donegan and Amy 
Hirschowitz

Dear Mark, Ramsey and Lindsay,

Thank you for putting up with all of us over 
the past two years. You have been patient, 

hard-working and thorough with your 
teaching; we are so grateful for all the time 
and resources you have dedicated to us. 

We will miss you loads!!

Best wishes,

Amy and Mia

Economics - Rahul Patel

Thank you to all my Econ teachers 
- Reuben, Niraj, Graham and 

Ian - for helping me to improve 
throughout both years, especially 

with all the extra tutorials. We 
appreciate all of the effort you 

have put into us, and will defi nitely 
carry what we have learnt forward.

From Rahul

Art - Maggie Boteva 

Adam and Hannah, thank you for everything that you’ve done, all your 
support means so much and has helped me to grow! It’s been great 
having you as teachers and such an inspiration. Thank you and I wish 

you the best!

From Maggie

Politics - Ruby Laddie 

Dear Dan,

The dedication you have given us 
over the last two years to help us 

grow has made us so thankful. You 
have taken so much time outside 
of school to encourage and help 
us, especially regarding the extra 
revision during half term holidays. 
Thank you so much. We owe our 
political success to you. We will 

miss you!

From Ruby

Photography - Nathan Elf

Dear Javier,

I really appreciate your help with photography. You pushed me to 
create what I now think is an amazing project, as I feel like I have 

accomplished something. Hopefully these new skills come handy in 
the future if I choose a path into photography.

Thank you,

From Nathan and on behalf of the photography students.

Sociology - Freya Flaherty, Lola Harding 
and Ruby Laddie

By sacrifi cing her time, Nicole’s efforts have thoroughly 
prepared us for taking our A Levels. She has created 
individual and important relationships with all of her 

students and shown that she really cares about each 
and every one of us. She pushes everyone to work their 
hardest and reach their potential, while making sure that 
we are ok through constant check ups. Her dedication to 
Sociology is constantly highlighted as she makes lessons 

both educational and extremely engaging. Thank you 
Nicole for everything you have done for us this year. 

Best wishes,

Freya, Lola and Ruby

Psychology - Basil Ali

Dear Heather and Barbara,

It has been an amazing year studying psychology. 
I am forever grateful for the help and support 

I’ve received over the course of the year, allowing 
me to do the subject in just one year, rather 
than two. I always felt I had someone to turn 

to when help was needed, and when I did, any 
misconceptions were dealt with. The best lessons 
are not learnt from a book, but from the hearts of 
truly great teachers. This is why I’m so grateful for 

the important school and life lessons you have 
taught me - they’ve allowed 

me to come this far.

Thank you,

From Basil
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I stand captain of my ship with my 
crew dependent on me. The Prince; 
broken. The old man with a leaden 
tongue. The musician with her 
harp strings cut and her voice lost. 
They look at me with the belief. Yet 
as I turn the wheel the waves do 
not turn.

I reach for my sextant, my 
measurement, my last refuge of 
sanity. I turn it to the sun, to God’s 
blazing eye. My shades melt, my 
mirrors shatter and my eye is blind.

In desperate fever I look at the total 
sky, at the stars that have seen 
man grow from nothing; that have 

watched empires rise and fall; that 
will have always been. 

The stars are a miasma of colours. 
They grow and shrink. They texture. 
They marbleise. They laugh at my 
inception. I am dumbstruck, lost, 
heartbroken at the fi rst sin. 

I run to throw myself overboard. 
At the railing, I am relentlessly 
mocked by the cruel changing of an 
unjust ocean. It laughs, becoming 
fl owing cement, gelatinous oil, 
sweet honey.

And I know, I weep. I prostrate 
myself before you in desperate 
vanity. In the hope that this one 

time, the wailing of the child will 
break through.

The silence envelopes me, it 
caresses and soothes me. Because 
within I know that there is still time 
to dance. 

And now the laughter comes sweet 
and glorious in its cruelty. The 
buddha waves, joining in. And now I 
know with certainty that we are here 
to get the joke.

By Miles Bloom, student
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